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The negotiated pleas made Tues-

. day by three former Rajneeshees

will save taxpay-
ers a-$1-million
tab from &
months-long ¢
trials, state At. £
torney General
Dave Frohn- £
mayer said Tues-
day. T

“These plea s
agreements s
bring swift and SR SRS
fair justice in Dave Frohnmayer
what otherwise would have been
long and costly legal proceedings
with potentially uncertain results,”
he said.

The key figure in Tuesday’s court
proceedings was Ma Anand Sheela,
formerly the personal secretary to
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh.

- She was sentenced to 20 years in
prison, fined $400.000 and ordered
to pay $69,333 restitution for dam-
age caused by an arson fire in The
Dalles. Her actual time in prison
probably will total 414 years, includ-
ing credit for time served since her
Oct. 28 arrest in West Germany.

Frohnmayer said he thinks the
sentence is fair. The penalty is
equivalent to one that would be
given to a serious rapist. he said.

“Deportation aiso is a just pun-
ishment,” he said. It's possible that
after she is forced to leave the Unit-
ed States upon completion of her
prison term, Sheela will find very
few countries allowing her entry, he
said.. . . LIS

The fine imposed will¢over about
half the state’s costs of investigating

.

gains
says

the cases, Frohnmayer said.
According to the plea agreement,

. Sheela will pay $200,000 within a
“few days. The money, apparently

being raised in Europe. is supposed
to be wired to the United States
shorntly, Frohnmayer said.

The agreement also provided the -
prosecution with the legal tools
needed to try to get the remaining
money owed..
~ Sheela agreed to submit to a
sworn debtor’s examination and to a
polygraph examination: Her assets
will be discussed in both,

“It’s our belief she has substantial
assets, but we're unable to find
them,” Frohnmayer said.

At a press conference Tuesday
after Sheela’s court appearance,
U.S. Attorney Charles Turner dis-
cussed the handling of crimina]
charges against the guru, who plead-
ed guilty to an immigration viola-
tion and was deported. —_—

Asked if the big fish hadn't gotten
away, Turner said the government
did not have sufficient evidence to

convict Rajneesh of other charges. —_—

He said he assessed the impact of
sending him to jail on the immigra.
tion case. —

“We felt if he left the country, the
movement would disband.” Turner
said. Sending him to prison “would
have simpiy served to cause him to
be a martyr.”

The strategy worked. Shortly
after his deportation in November,
the commune disbanded. el

Turner said Rajneesh, rejected by
several countries. practically-: has
lived out of his airplane eversince. N
He is believed to be in the Bahamas.

— Janet Davies:
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By ELROY KING
Chronicle Staff Writer

The most detailed explanation of
~ the federal charges against Ma

Anand Sheela and Ma Anand Puja
since their arrest in West Germany
last October was given by two U.S.
attorneys in U.S. District Court on
Tuesday. - .
- The two women appeared to enter

pleas and be sentenced on federal.

charges that included wiretapping,

.-violation of immigration laws and

tampering with consumer products.

- The latter charge involved the in-
* troduction of salmonella bacteria on
+:food at several restaurants in The
~"Dalles in September of 1984. The
- federal authorities claim was part of
" a plan to disrupt the election in

*November of that year. -
* . The most "extensive explanation
was in the salmonella poisoning,

. which made 750 people in The Dalles
ill. .

U.S. Attorney Baron Sheldahl
cited the background on conflicts
involving the Rajneesh and several
elected officiais, whom the Rajneesh
wished to defeat in the election that
Yyear. The poisoning plot was seen as
a way to “make people too sick to go
to the polls” and coupled with an
influx of street people who would
register to vote, could influence the
election. ’

He said the Rajneesh Medical
Corporation had purchased a vial of

salmonella culture- from V.W.R.

- Scientific in Seattle, There was no

further identification of that firm in
the testimony made by Sheldahl.
Some of that culture was found and
seized in October of 1985 after the
criminal allegations came to light

" following the breakup of the com-

mune. He said those sample were
identical to ones of salmonella
cultures taken from the restaurants
affected by the poisonings,

Many details of the plot came
from a deposition from former
Rajneesh Mayor Krishna Deva (now
known as David Berry Knapp). He

“

Salmonella germs
purchased from
Seattle firm

Wwas a participant in some of the
planning meetings and went to
restaurants in The Dalles himself on
one occasion and put some of the
culture on food, but *ng one got sick
that time.” Sheldahl said,
Sheldahl said the culture was put
in foed at salad bars and in coffee
creamers. On at least one occasion,
food in a grocery store was con-
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Feds outline background in Rajneesh cases

taminated with some of the culture,
but again, no one got ill.

The Dalles to poison food in at least
three restaurants. She wore blue
clothing and a wig to avoid detec-

tion.
" Bonnie Barlow was identified as.

another participant in the scheme.
She agreed to poison some of- the
restaurant food, but later changed
her mind dnd threw the poison and
syringe away.

Sheidahl said Knapp and Barlow
both heard Sheela and Puja brag
about the success of the operation on
““making all these people sick.”

Sheela told the court her par-
ticipation in the immigration fraud
involved assisting Sanyassins in
obtaining visas by advising them to
lie to immigration authorities and
helped them prepare for their in-
terviews. Those activities began as
early as 1980. Her co-conspirators in
this activity were not mentioned by
name. Puja was not accused in the
immigration violations. )

The wiretapping count involved
the installation of listening and
recording devices in what was
described as “the old Xerox ‘Toom’’
in the Socrates complex at
Rajneeshpuram. Those devices
enabled the monitoring of con-
versations at six pay phones and
other phones. Sheela was accused of

directing that t;peratioﬁ and Puja‘

-~ ... Was a participant in it. -
~ - Another member of the commune,

-Ma Anand Avelos, made a trip to

The maximum penalty for the
immigration charge' would have
been five years in ‘prison angd
$250,000 in fines; The wiretapping
charge could have brought a five-
year prison term and $250,000 in
fines and the tampering with -a
consumer product could have '
brought 10 years. in prison and a
$25,000 fine. Judge Edward Leavy
did not impose any fines.

Sheela will be forced to leave the
country once her prison sentence is
complete and she will be barred
from returning to the U.S. without
the specific permission of the .,
Attorney General. Puja is a US.
citizen and can’t be forced to leave
the country. However, her sentence
included language encouraging her
to leave. .

She drew a prison sentence on the
food poisoning charge, but got three

e

. years probation on the wiretapping

charge. That will begin .at the
completion of her prison sentence,
and Leavy ruled that if she stays in
the U.S. the probationary period will
be “supervised”; if she chooses to
leave it will be *“‘unsupervised.”

Other charges against the two
were dismissed. There had been
more than one count of wiretapping
and Sheela was accused of t'nulti!:le
counts of violation of immigration
laws. .o
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" bargalning arrangement that sent

; lhree former
Rajneesh commune to terms In a .

leaders of (he

federal penltentlary were “about the

best deal thal could be worked out,” °

Oregon Altorney General Dave

Frohnmayer and U.S. Atlorney .

Charles Turner sald In a press

: conference following the sentencing
. of the trlo on federal and state

charges here Tuesday.
Although there are some who feel
that the prison terms hat will ac-

tually be served should have been .

longer, Frohnmayer sald the plea
arrangement saved the state of
Oregon an estimated $1 milllon in
the cost of a trlal.

. In a printed statement that the
allorney general read al lhe press
conference, he sald the agreements
bring swift and falr justice In what

, otherwise would have been long and

- coslly legal

proceedings with
polenlially uncertain oulcomes.
He estimated thal Ma Anand

. Sheela would spend about 4% years

In prisen on the concurrent sen-
tences on state and federal charges.
The other two, Anand Puja (Dlanne

. Ivonne Onang) and Shanll Bhadra

(Catherine Jane Paul Elsea) will
likely spend aboul another year In
cuslody. All three have been In
custody since last October when

-they were arrested In West Ger-

many. They have been Jalled In
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-- Oregon slnce February and will be .

. glven credlt for time served.

The attorney general sald that the -

$469,353.31'ln fines and relm-

" - bursement will help pay the cosls of

the criminal proceedings agalnst
them. -

been raised In Europe and Is In the
process of belng cabled here and
should arrive within a day or so,
Frohnmayer sald. le sald he didn't
know how or from whom that money
was raised.

Frohmmnayer sald the cost of the
- proceedings against -the Rajneesh
leaders and other Ra)neesh cases
was the mosl expensive criminal
actlon In stale history, but sald the
fines against Sheela will help pay
some of those costs. The olher two
women were nol [ined and Sheela
was nol fined In federal court,
although she couwd have been.
Turner sald he had no estimale of
the federal authorilies’ costs in (he
phase of the prosecution.

He agreed (hat the plea
arrangement was a good deal and
sald he felt “all of the senlences
were In lhe public Interest or I
wouldn't have agreed with them.”

" Turner sald he fully particlpated In
all of the agreements worked out,

Of that total, $200,000 has already’

adding that he was disappoinled that .

Sheela was not fined as part of her
federal sentence, but said that was
wilhin the province of U.S. District

See Page 2

Plea bargalns said ‘best deal’ pOSSIb|e

° From Poge )

Judge Edward Leavy.

He noted that since Shecla, the
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and
Shantl Bhadra were nol American
citizens, they *will never be
recycled through the U.S. courts.”
Part of Sheela's sentence calls for
her to leave the country and never
return once she finishes her sen-
lence. The Bhagwan has already
been deported and Bhadra could be.
Puja Is a U.S. citizen, but the way
has been cleared for her to leave the
country as well once her prison time
has been served.

Frohnmayer said he felt Sheela
and lhe others agreed to the plea
arrangemenls because there was
massive evidence against them. He
disputed one remark that the “big
fish” (the Bhagwan) got away and
Sheela is going to Jail.” Frohnmayer
sald that when the Bhagwan was

deported, state leaders guessed that
the mmovement would disband — and
it did. Had he been sent to jail, he
could have become a martyr and the
movemenl might just have become
stronger, he said.

He later commented that since the
Bhagwan had left the U.S., he has
been "living out of an airplane,* and
“that’s not much of a lifestyle.”
Bolth men said they had no idea
where Rajneesh is.

They also said they had little
evidence agalnst the Rajneesh being
involved in any of the criminal
activities that unfolded at the ranch
once the group began to disband.

All three women will serve their
time at the federal prison at
Pleasanton, Calif. That prison was
mentioned only as “a California
federal facility” during the sen-

. tencings before the two judges, and

'mrner quipped that the name mlght
make listeners think ll was a
pleasant place. '

He said it Is not. It Is a medlum
securily facility with “fences and
guards and bars" just like any other
prison, he sald. He said he an-
ticipated the three women would
work in some phase of a prison In-
dustry, but that has not been

" determined. It is anlicipated the

three will leave for prison within

‘days. - N
- 1 the $200,000 does not show up as

anticipated, or if the rest of the fine
and reimbursement is not pald,
Sheela could be “back before the
Judge,” Frohnmayer sald. As part of
the plea agreement, she has agreed
to participate in a deblors exam and
take a polygraphy lest when she is
questioned aboul her assels. She
hasn't been too willing to discuss this

In the past, he added.

"~ Frohnmayer had pralses for all
" those who parlticipated in the In.
vestigalion, apprehenslon and
proseculion of the Rajneesh
defendants. T .

*We (the cltizens of Oregon) were
told (by the Rajneesh snd their
backers) through all | of this thal the
cilizens of Oregon were blgoted,”
Frohnmayer sald, and that the
Rajneesh were on the edge of being
the victims of violence,

“But none of this happend,” he
said. The only vicllms were the
people of Oregon. Not one Oregonlan
lifted a finger to Injure any of

* them," he sald.

That took extraordinary restraint,
he sald. That may be the way the
hlstory of what Frohnmayer called a
disturbing and traumatie chapter
will be written,
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Sheela gets

PORTLAND~Ma Anang Sheela, -
the former personal secrelary of the:
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and the,
"apparent mastermind of (he
criminal actlvities by some of the;
leaders of that commune, drew (he.
harshest sentence and the shnrpest:
reprimand from Judge John
Jelderks when he sentenced her and
lwo other women to prison lerms on
Tuesday. : ) !
" The Wasco County Court sesslon*
was held In a Multnomah County
courlroom under tight securily, and
most of Jelderk's comments ‘were
reserved for Sheela, ’

The Judge noted that al| Syslems
need checks and balances to prevent .
abuses, saylng “few people are
psychologleally equipped to handle -
absolute power.” He noted that:
Sheela was In a position of extreme -
authorlty at the commune and clnosa\.
to abuse that positlon of power,

“You are more accountable for-
the crlminal aclivities that took:

harshest sentence

place than anyone,” he told her. He
sald the victims of the murder plots,
the polsoning allempls, the assaulls
and the arson al the Wasco County
planning office were not the only
victims, L

Other victlms Included members -

of the commune who belleved in and

“trusted thelr leaders and In no way

condoned or parliclpated In the
criminal acllvities.
At least wo of the victims, County

Judge BIIl ‘Huylse and County ,

Conunlssioners Ray Malthew, were
In the courtroom. Coa
Among the charges the (hree
women entered gullly pleas to were
of altempls to polson these two. The
Judge called on themn, but nelther
made any statement In court,
County Planner Dan Durow, whose

was present but was not called upon
to comment, The victlm in the at-
tempted murder count, Swaml Deva
Devaraj, was ndt present In the

courtroom durlng the state cases,

*Seating at the slate “senlenclng
sesslon was llmited. The courtrooin
had been In use for other cases prlor
to the start of the senlencing. It was

- cleared, then secured by two Wasco

County deputles
detectors.
"Speclators were allowed In one by
one and each had his person and
purses checked out. Several of thoge

with melal

who had planned to attend were not

able to get seats In the small court-

room. None of the spectators at the
. state or federal proceedings could be

visibly identlfled ag Rajneesh

followers, . '

coveralls during thelr appearance

before Jelderks, They entered the

. courlroom logether and each wags
office was damaged In the arson, .-
- bad worn gray sults In federal court,

sealed next {o her allorneys. They

Catherlne Jane Elsea was

“Soe Poge 2~

The three women wore fall.

Hulse, Matthew fee]

From Page )
‘epresenled by Frank Stoller,
Jianne Ivonne Onang by Raymond
“hemas and Ma Anand Sheely by
‘leven Houze, The state was

ssistant atlorney generals,
Elsea pled guilty to the atlempled
urder of Swamj Devaraj; Onang
ilered a plea 1o (hat charge as wel]
the Wasco County judge assault of
dge Bill Hulse and Commissioner
1y Mau!ww nm;l Sheela entereq
‘as to those charges as welj as the
3t degree arson ay the county
nalng office, It was Sheela’s firsq
‘earance in courl on (he slate
rges, Elsea and Onang had
viously entered ot guilty pleas
the charge of altempling 1o
‘der Devaraj. -

Isea's plea came in spite of

Stoller's advice for her to proceed to
trial. The other two allorneys sald
they had advised their clients o go
along with the plea arrangement
and avoid trial. All three women
said they had decided to enter the
guilty pleas and agree 1o the plea
arrangements becayse of the
multiple charges against them ang
felt the agreement would possibly
lessen their senlences. All salg they
disputed the evidence the slate
would havye presented during (he
trial, but agreed the state would be
able to present that evidence, Part
of the agreement inclydeq the
dismissal of some related charges,
Chatfield oullined the evidence the
stale would have Presenled in the

a faction of Rajneesh leg by Sheela,
He was Injected with adrenalin,

salm

- Stance that

Onang provided the drug and the
syringe, Elsea did the actual ip.
Jection and Onang attempled (g
Interfere with his treatmen while he
was still at tpe ranch, Sheela
directed the operatlon,

Chatfield sajg adrenalin wag used
because jt could cayse death, but
would be difficult 1o detect,
(Adrenalin |5 5 natural body syp-

beat),

can speed the heary. - Planning

_ . = The fir

- direction

. Hamilton outlined the case In the . planning in
and Matthews,  of records
saying . Hulse was ‘glven water evidence of j
contaminated wigp salmonella gt Rajnees
bacteria twice o Aug. 29, 1984 while . Individuals
on an inspection (oyr of the ranch. . broke fnto

Matlhews wag given contaminaled
water only opce and Virgil Ellett,
then a counly commissioner who he
sald was not viewed as hostile lo the

- the arson case
exlensive)

onella sente

then used can

was

and “suffered 3
condition.” .

given

. un-
said $
ame i
ly ilt
life threatening

He also outlined (ne evidence In

the fire.

, in the fire which
y damaged (he county

office on Jan, 14, 1985,

of Sheela after long

the hope the destruclion

- Q- e

7] Ly
nce ‘light’|
Ra]heesh. as .
conlaminated water, Hamiiton

both Matthews and Hulse bec
I, but Hulse was more serious

€ was slarted under lhe.’

there would cover any”.

llegal building actiyities
hpuram, Hamilton sajg

(he did not name them)

G
ool
al th
s hund
Pty
: vl
TR
lept] -

I oswe
wh oty
vk L
LI TRYIRY
Ciunly
oo h oy
bl 0
BRI {RE

L Y TN

Gl r
halaoy,

the planning- office, *
round the room, spread
around the area and
dles for fuses to slart



s T

é

-w‘a"&ﬁﬁ:'h .

el
- - vme -

E AL SRTRTE
2+t =i: By BARBARAHICRs .-
»i. .. Chronicle Staff Writep - .. -

-

Hulse, Matthew fee|. salmonella sentence light

dan{age a lot of people. She would
have gotten the Same sentence if she

3
B .J,-,: .

= Wasco County officials whg g¢. . 1K W damaged only 5 couple of people
+. tended the sentencing of Ma Anang - I 2‘2\‘;' “ (referring to thé.spreading of
_+Sheela, Dianne Ivonne: Onang ang o 2 i salmonella), She damaged 750 ang
1, Catherine Jape Elsea In Portland i . eI the sentence wag not increased at
. Tuesday had - varying reactiong .. : oy

all. She intendeq to damage a whoje

o4

concerning _thg_ tairness of the _.' '

Fa Community, and I don't feel the time
eendences;~ "t il L ety P R ot ffi=om dé hat-Lthought"
¥ Sheela.and the other two former PATE > ‘<bhe years- shotld: have been ac-

officers of Rajneesh Commune, o S

cumulative rather théin concurrent,
Matthew sajd, - e :
County Clerk Sue Proffitt when
. interviewed by Channe] 2 television
reporter Jim Hyde, wag asked what
she would say if.she had a few
" minutes tg Speak to Sheela, Prof.
fitt's answer was ‘“Never come
back.” .

3 ‘drew prison lerms from 4% 15 99 .
-'years, and Sheela drew $400,000 in -
;. fines plus $69,353.31 restitution in ~
:* state and federal courts jn Portland. . . £
+ # Attending the sentencing were - %
.---Wasc%County Judge Bijl Hulse,

County Commissioner Ray Mat.
- thew, County Clerk Sue Proffitt and <

Bill Hulse

¢, County Planner Dan Durow, ot R , oy Matthew © - Proffitt said she believes the 3%4e
™ Hulse, who ' #was poisoned at - . . . S Year that Sheela will spend in prison

Rajneeshpuram, said pe wasn’t real M is inadequate, *“Whep you see that
- teileg v S2id e ! - County officigls victims . i imea immediate gopon
+. “T have no problem with the 20- : : : : . that is acceptable,” she added,

year Sentence (for assault ; the i a0 . : " "Judge Jelderks said it is highly
. first degree involving,{;l the’ ff;::f;:edcl?::n :lsbui.msofaaqes'l‘:'z :3:' ::r;m:' g,e:d:::t:?:::; io;n;: unlikely she will pe able to come
poisoning), but'I have a problem Hulse said. The first question they  Sheela and Onang admitted ..  back to the United States.”
with the probability of her being Ut asked him was what he would say to Poisoning him with salmoneila According to Dan Durow, Wasco
In 3.7 years...I have no problem with Sheela if he had five minutes alone  twice, Matthew was oniy poisoned  County Planning offlcer, sentencing
EVing credit for time already  _.o her. He answered that pe once, Hulse saig, ¥as not adequate. Durow, who was
,.Served.” L . : wouldn’t care to have five minutes Hulse was sick for 3 week and  Planning officer when the Planning
-+ Hulse said he thinks that the alone with her, and if he did he would  spent four gays in the hospital. officewasmr_ned, attended the state
- pentence would have been adequate probably say things that were pgp Hulse said Sheela dig pot Speak,  court sentencing,
had they attempted to harm only gne printable, . other than to plead guilty, and to say _ . :
. Person. But the fact that Sheelaand she understood the charges, “She “T think the only fair sentence for

:others attempted o poison 750 “I'have feeling allu; 1 ' ab " Sheela would be when she walked
people should have been taken into (o l‘;ved ling for 0Se pecple  wagp't her old flam oyant seif,

: 1 in Rajneesh uram out of prison she'q be an old
, Sonsideration in the federa COUrts,  pecause of their : brain‘v,lashet; “Good riddance,” sajg Hulse. ¥  Woman.” He added that he Delieves
l;e said. ) situation, byt that woman tried to hope it never happens again.” she will serve‘ about 4*. years, and
.. Of the deportation after her inflict bodily harm on this whole Matthew, who attended the sen.  he doesn't believe that js Justice,
) releass. Hulse said, I think it's community. | have g regj problem tencing, remarked, *J'mq glad the Durow said the maximum fine
greaL” ure DMKINg good thoughts of her.» g ety ror- It was nice o see thar 400,000 and restitution of 365 35
. Hulse sajq pe s glad the court said. justice did prevail ang now wecan  2nd an additional $100,000 fine are
. action was done Quickly, since that et the show on the road. " fair. He was glad she recefveq the
~ saved Yers money, He added Hulse said he g

i does not believe Matthew said he believes ne 20-year sentence for arson, “bui
. that it Sheela, Omng and Elsea - Sheela will serve the 29 years sen. sentent:ing was fair, However, “m ~ What s'lze acmz.luy“serves Is what
- Stayed in prison the entire time that tence to her for the Poisoning, alittle bit prejudiced ang | think the ~ €OUNtS,” he said. “All her prison
T cast YErs money. “Ray (Matthew) and I could never  sentences shouldn’t run cop.  lime  Soncurrent, o it means very |
" “"Cameramen from Portland figure out why [ got sicker thap he currently. Their intention way to little,” Durow sajd,
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Sheela to serve 4 years

y Dennis Anstine
Pl Stalf Writer

PORTLAND (UPI) — Ma An-
nd Sheela, the former acid-
ongued Rajneeshee leader, was
ent to prison for about four years
‘uesday on her guilly pleas to
harges of atlempted murder, ar-
on, assault, wiretapping, salmonel-
! poisoninF and conspiracy. :

She pleaded guilty Lo three
:deral and four state charges and
:as given a total of 69 years in
wrison terms for her illegal actions
n attempting to spread the influ-
nce of the Rajneeshee secl in
:entral Oregon, The terms will run
-oncurrently with the first 4%-year
:entence - she received from {J .
Jistrict Court Judge Edward

.ea\‘«)y.
.S. Attorney Charles Turner

aid that Sheela will be given credit.

or the nine months she spent in
ail awaiting trial on the sentence
ihe received for her part in the

1984 salmonella poisoning of about

150 gcople in The Dalles.

. -vSheela, who was dressed in a
ray dress suit in the federal court
mdiblue jail denims during Lhe
itate proceedings, also was placed
n five .years probalion; fined
1400,000; ordered to pay more than
169,000 in restitution I{w an arson
‘re; and ordered to leave the U.S,
hen released from federal prison.
heela will pay $200,000 in fines
nmediately,

Shgela and a Rajneeshee co-
ort, Diane Ivonne Onang, 38, ulso
nown as Anand Puja, pleaded
uilty to charges of wiretappin
1d tampering with consumer prod-
‘ts {salmonella poisoning) before
:avy. Sheela also pleaded guilty
+ a charge of giving false state-
ents to immigration authoritics.

- Sheela, “Onang and Catherine
ne Elsea, known as Shanti Bhad-

while at .Rajneeshpuram, were
Atenced on state charges by Cir-
it Judge John Jelderks,

Shecla and Puja pleaded guilty
conspiracy charges involving the
enB) ed murder of commune ri-

. Dr. Swemi Devaraj with a
inge Injection of adrenalin, first- -
wee.assaull in the poisoning of

" Wasco County Commissioner Ray-

mond Matthew, and second-degree

assault in the poisoning of Wasco

County Judge William Hulse.
Sheela also pleaded guilly to

;- the break-in and arson fire of the

Wasco County planning olfice. And
Elsea pleaded pguilty to the at-
tem tes murder of Devaraj.

Puja’s maximum sentencings
also will run concurrently with her
4%-year federal prison lerm, and
she will spend about the same
amount of time in federal prison as
Sheela. Puja also was sentenced to
three years probalion, but she is an

American citizen and will not be -

asked to leave the country.

Turner said Lhe two women will
remain in Multnomah Counly's
Juslice Center until assigned to a
federal prison, probably to a facili-
ty in Pleasanton, Calif.

Elsea was sentenced to a maxi-

"mum of 10 years, but Oregon

assistant Attorney General Robert
Hamilton said with nine months
credit given for time already
served, “she could be in a state
correclional facilily no more than a
year, depending on her behavior
and the parole board.”

" try.

Elsea, 40, a native of Australia,
also was ordered out of the U.S.

“Very few people are equipped
to deal with power, éspecially un-.
checked power," Jelderks said.
“That's especially true when the
voice of power purports to also
speak with Lhe voice of religion,
making the power even more ex-
treme. It makes a good case for
having a clear separation of church
and state like we do in this coun-

“As for you, Sheela, you were
in an extreme position of power and
ou resorled to criminal activity.
our nbuse of power seems desper-
ate and with no ultimate purpose,
but for whatever reason you did
what you did, you are most ac-
countable for these illegal activi-
ties.” )
Frohnmayer said the sen-
tencings ‘*conclude a disturbing
and lraumatic chapter in Oregon

history. It's a good day for the rule -

of law, proving that the syslem
:}vdo'rks and that it can't be flaunt-

' Frohnmayer said it would have
cost the state “at least $1 million
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to try these people. These are very
serious crimes, and the penalties
are about the same- as that of a
serious rapist.” - '

Turner said the sentencings
“were fully in the public interest or
we wouldn't have agreed to them.
One thing you have to remember i3
that Sheela (and Elsea) probably
won't be allowed to return to the
U.S. That's quite a punishment in
itself.”

Frohnmayer agreed. “It's like
the Bhagwan," who was convicted
of immigrution fraud charges last
year and kicked out of the country.
“Ile's rich, but no country will
have him. How would you like to
sEend your life on arplanes? I
think Shecla will have a similar
problem.”

‘I'urner said the decision to not
send the guru to prison last No-
vember worked in achieving the
goal authorities wanted.

“We felt if he left the countrx‘

the movement would .disband,”.

Turner said. “Jail time would just’
have made him a martyr and kept-
the movement going.”

(Related story, Page B-1)
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. Ma Anand Sheela probably
will serve no more than 4%
" years of jail time for her
Kzading role in the 1984
salmonella poisoning in The
Dalles, nn(f’ that seemingly
light sentence was the main
" focus of questions Tuesday as
Oregon
Dave Frohnmayer and U.S,
Attorney Charles Turner held a
press conference in Portland.

The sentence equals about
two days of jail time for every
person who was poisoned in the
Incident. .

The sentence was part of a
plea-bargain arrungement in
which Sheela and Dianne
Onang pleaded guilty to a wide
array of charges.

Turner called the sentences
“tough, fair, roportionate’’
and said he toolc into account
the feelings of affected Wasco

-County ‘residents ag he
negotiated the plea bargain.

‘%he sentences ‘“‘are fully
within the public interest,”
said Turner, adding that he
wouldn’t have signed his name
to them if he had believed

-otherwise.

Both Turner and Frol:ti-'

mayer stressed the seriousness
of the charges. The salmonella
poisoning “‘in essence was
germ  warfare,” Frohnmayer
- said.

.- Ta have taken the women to -

trial would have cost the state * (&
$1 million, he added. The fine i

e we o

Attorney General -

| THE DAUES , 08 rroptes weERLY ReENiLD ere-
}

‘AG defends

against Sheela also pays for
agout half the cost of .in-
vestigating a wide array of
incidents at Rajneeshpuram,
he added. : .

Frohnmayer said the sen-
tence was equivalent to what a
rapist would receive. .

Turner disagreed with a
statement by a reporter that
the ‘“big fish got away,"”’
referring to Sheela’s sentence

sentences - .

and- that of Bhagwan Shree
i,.}; X RN RAY S ——

Y

me,"” he said, but he called
})roceedings as a whole “really’

Labrousse
mayer's office for its role in the
investigation and prosecution,
On the sentence, he said, ““The
realit

get wﬁ

SoLY 24, 158¢ p.y

Rajneesh, who was fined and
deported.

f the bhagwan had been !
kept in jail, the sentence I
“would have had a unifying
effect” on his followers, Turner
said. “By leaving, he caused o
the destruction of the entire

o5y E sl

- movement."’

Turner said that negotiating
the plea bargains was *‘the
most difficult series of plea
negotiations I've ever been
involved in.” Negotiations
included high-level talks with
West Germany, which had to

Salmonella

‘was in essence
germ warfare.’
give permission for the

prosecution to proceed. Sheela
and Onang ha(f been arrested
in Germany,

Turner admitted that he wag

a “litlle disappointed'’ that

YT N

District Court Judge '[
Edward Leavy had not fined ‘-‘T
Sheela  $500,000 as he v
recommended.

Meanwhile, Wasco County

Judge Bill Hulse said after the
court hearings that he believed

he magnitude of the
salmonella poisonings merited
a stiffer sentence for Sheela.
“That's the thing that gripes
the

or the best in the long run.”
Wasco County Sheriff Art

praised Frohn-

of the thing is that you
at you can get."”

HHAANIINIH LTI

h”
\\’In Vv

P, on
juil, 1
I oave nt
his Lo
lea i
clin o

o2 n (nve 100

b wt

IH‘J’ :il

el
B X e

st



’

Froh

DenNIL,

CK

THE BULLETIN |

£Z '3,'-"'.'- E@A\
L0

. By Bill Graves

Bulletin Staff Writer Ce
SUNRIVER — Testimony
from the former mayor of

. Rajneeshpuram was eritical in con-

cor

victing guru Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh, Oregon Attorney Gener-
al Dave Frohnmayer_said Thurs-

. day. :

It was only after Swami Krish-
na Deva, also known as David
Knapp, agreed to cooperaté with
the state that the guru agreed to
plead guilty, said Frohnmayer, who

" 1s in Sunriver for a state district
. attorneys’ conference,

“His (Knapp's) turning was
essential to getting a conviction on
Bhagwan,” he said. .

Rajneesh pleaded guilty Nov.

" 14, 1985, to federal felony immigra-

tion charges and was fined $400,-
000 and forced to leave the United
States. He since has been touring
the world in search of a country
that will accept him.

__ - Knapp, who pleaded guilty on

Nov. 22, 1985, to state racketeering

@(W{O’ﬂ’

mmunity___
_nmoyer: Ex-mayor

charges for his role in a massive

. Wiretapping operation at the Cep-

tral Oregon commune, has yet to be
sentenced.

Some Rajneeshee fugitives
from prosecution on wiretapping
charges are still abroad, the state
still has some outstanding indict-
ments that have not yet been made

gbﬁc and authorities may never

ow “the full extent of Bhagwan's
personal complicity” in crimes at
the commune, Frohnmayer said.
~ But the major chapter on the
sect’s criminal activity closed Tues-
day when Ma Anand Sheela, the
guru's former chief lieutenant, and
two of her cohorts were sentenced
on a variety of state and federal
charges, he said.

Sheela, 36, also known as Shee-
la Silverman, was sentenced to
serve at least 4% years in a federal
prison for her role in wiretapping,
attempted murder, poisoning two
Wasco County officials and %acing
salad bars in-restaurants in The
Dalles with salmonella bacteria

ity

that made 750 people ill.

She also was fined $400,000
and ordered to pay $69,000 in
restitution for an arson fire at the
Wasco County planning office.
Sheela paid the first $200,000 of
her fine Wednesday.
 Though some Oregonians say
they think Sheela's sentence was
too light, Frohnmayer seemed
pleased with the penalties.

“Sheela raped Oregon,” he
said, and will serve more time
“than a hard-core rapist would
serve.” Only a murderer would
serve more time on a first offense,
he said.

Further, he said, when Sheela
gets out of jail she will be deported
and be “without a country” like
Rajneesh.

“We have reached largely the
conclusion of the story, and the bad
guys lost and the good guys won,"
he said.

The sentencing of Sheela
capped a massive investigation by
fecferal, state and local police that
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began Sept. 16, 1985, when
Rajneesh blew the whistle on Shee-
la and her supporters. . .-

' he investigation supposedly

included the Rajneeshpuram Peace
Force, but Frohnmayer said "we

never trusted them” and “never

thoroughly included them.”

Police set up an office in Mad-
ras so they could use telephones
they knew were not tapped, he
said. For about three weeks, Frohn.
mayer, Gov. Vic Atiyeh, U.S. At-
torney Charles Turner and heads of
the state police and of the FBI ig
Oregon held conference calls on the
investigation- every morning and
afternoon, he said. :

- Even' before the probe began,
Frohnmayer said, he was “aware of
the possibility of physical danger”
from the Rajneeshees.

During the 10 davs before the
November 1984 general election,
Frohnmayer said, he began receiv-
ing hate mail, strange magazines,
memberships to odd clubs and
harassing telephone calls at 3 am.

—

Dave Frohnmayer

Someone even dumped animal en-
trails in his driveway. Similar

things happened to Wasco County- - -

Friday, July 25, 1986

open sect case -

Clerk Sue Proffitt, - ° -

The sect had hoped to ‘take
over the Wasco County govern-
ment in that election. -

Dressed in shorts and a sports
shirt and relaxing on an outside
deck in Sunriver Thursday, the
attorney general nodded toward:
the Great Hall nearb -

“Only a year ago these people
(Rajneeshees) were going full steam
ahead and planning an assassina-
tion plot in this very building,” he
said, -

Frohnmayer explained that he
and €r were surreptitiously
photographed by, Knapp and Ma
Prem Sangeet, Rajneeshpuram city
attorney, at the district attorneys'
conference last year in Sunriver.

The photographs were to aid
those involved in an assassination
scheme that Sheela and other Raj-
neeshee leaders were plotting
against him, Turner- and several
other state officials, he said.
(Related stories, Page B-d)



